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Since there does in effect result considerable burden to the
royal treasury from buying in those places anything for pres-
ents for the Indians, it is advisable, as I have suggested, not to
take anything from any of those traders who are able to take
advantage of the occasion by causing two hundred per cent more
to be paid for their merchandise, so that at last, the end of con-
tenting the savage tribes is not attained, whether because of the
seareity or perhaps because of the inferior quality of the goods.

The disinterestedness and true affection that Monsieur Serre
[Cerré| has shown to the mation in all commissions for the
service which have been intrusted to his honor and experience
shall not remain without recompense. For that reason I shall
relate those services to our General as soon as he arrives in this
province, which as he writes cannot be long delayed. I shall
also remember the special recommendation which Your Grace
gives Don Agustin Chuteau, who has chosen to direct the forti-
fication of that post because of the capacity, zeal, and love te
the royal service which he has shown on various oceasions.

T hope that in spite of the great presents which are distri-
buted by the English among those tribes, and notwithstanding
the small sum that we have, their hopes will prove empty, even
though the [English] governor descend from Michilimakinak,
which T doubt. At all events, the zeal, honor, and activity of
Your Grace promises me a happy result on our part in their
boasted attack on those settlements next spring.

T approve the determination which Your Grace took with
the tribes of the Misuri, in making them hand over the two
English banners which had been introduced among them.

Chuteau delivered me the fourteen medals and five English
flags which Your Grace recovered from the Sac and Pus tribes.
As I have said, they were replaced on this occasion.

Having been persuaded that Your Grace will have decided
to fortify that village with the stockade of which you give ad-
vice in your letter of December last, and whose plan was given
me by Chuteaun, only after mature reflection and in view of the
best serviee to the King, observing throughout, moreover, all
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